	Minutes of the BMFA South East Area January 2026 GM

The GM commenced at 19:30 on the 14th January 2026

Present;

	Name
	Area Role
	Delegate for Club 

	Stuart Willis
	Chairman
	

	Robert Richardson
	Vice Chairman
	Horam MFC 

	Chris Searle
	Secretary
	Riddlesdown MFC

	Stephen Hills
	Treasurer

	

	Alex Cameron
	Free Flight Competition Secretary
	Ashdown Forest Flyers

	Bob Hart
	A.S. co-ordinator
	Hastings MFC

	Ian Watts
	Area Delegate

	

	Rob Stanley
	Web Master

	

	James Gordon
	Member

	Caterham & District MFC

	Paul Holmes
	Member
	Gravesend MFC

	Tony Crawford
	Member
	Slope Soaring Sussex

	Mark Heffer
	Member
	1066 MFC

	Terry Letchford
	Member
	Sittingbourne & District MFC

	Robin Strange
	Member
	Sussex RFC

	Terry Knight
	Member
	Crawley & District MFC

	Jonathon Stubbs
	Member

	Concorde MFC




Apologies from;

	Name
	Area Role
	Delegate for Club

	John Newbury
	Member
	

	Alex Blackwell

	Member
	





Voting strength;

It was confirmed that a voting quorum existed.

Minutes of the previous GM;

There were 3 corrections to the minutes

1) Taj Manning was shown as being the Education co-ordinator although he had retired from this position at the preceding AGM.
2) Mark Heffer represents the 1066MFC not Levels87MFC.
3) The Indoor meeting item should have recorded that Terry Adams and not Terry Knight is involved with the  advertising.


Matters arising from the previous meeting;

None.

Officers reports;

Chairman;

Nothing to report not otherwise covered later in the Agenda.

Area Delegate;

The next Area Council meeting is on 22nd January, Stuart will be standing in for Ian for this and a number of future meetings until Ian is able to assume full responsibility.
There is one Proposal to be discussed during AOB.


Vice Chairman;
Robert reported that when some people request a card when paying the subscription, they are unable to complete the payment process. Rob Stanley has had the same issue. Stuart will inform Andy Symons.

Secretary;
The Area returns had been completed and sent to the BMFA.


Treasurer;
Currently there is £3370 in the Area bank account, there is no cash on hand. In the 2024/25 financial year the Area had  a deficit of £42.49. The budget for the 2025/26 year has been prepared. Payment for the Long Man has been made and monies received from  ESSA and SSS in the ratio of £400/£100. The Treasurer should send financial documents directly to Keith Lomax. Stuart shared the forecasted budget with the meeting, the bottom line indicating a requested grant of £1250 which includes the default grant of £600. There is an Areas meeting in March to discuss Area budgets. Stuart requested that Robert check to see if he can sign in online to the bank account. Stephen will check to see if Jim’s name has been deleted as a signatory.
Achievement Scheme Co-Ordinator;
Area Chief Examiners have been ratified by the Area for 2026.
The Hastings club are willing to host a Training and Testing day.
Webmaster;

Rob reported that he was unable to add Ian as Area Delegate on the Area web site, he will refer to Andy Symons.



Free Flight Competition Secretary;
The first competition will be 1st March. The competition fee has been increased to £7 although this does cover multiple entries. The Conservators have not approved the dates despite being aware of them since December.
SE Area events in 2026;
2026 Indoor Meeting;
£560 has been paid for hire of the hall. There will be a raffle with 10 items for prizes.
The fees will remain the same.
Fun Fly
Epsom club have offered to host a BFFA meeting preferably later in the summer. James will  check and liaise with Stuart.
The Bickley competition is on 14th June.


Hastings Scale Day
Scheduled for 26th July which does clash with a ducted fan/edf meeting at Bickley but this was not thought to be a problem. A backup date in September is TBC.

Cloud Tramp
[bookmark: _GoBack]The date is 1st August.

Scale Helicopter fly-in
Robert will contact Jonathon Glass and discuss a possible date. Stuart will put a note in the February update to see  if any other Helicopter clubs can help.
Test and Training day
Concorde club will supply Stuart with dates in a couple of weeks, expected to schedule 1 x early on, 1 x later in the year and 1 on an open day.

Southern Model show – Headcorn  
James is thinking of attending give advice to any newcomers. Some years ago, the BMFA had a Stand with simulator etc but taking into account the travelling it was not thought to be cost effective. However, the Area Gazebo is available although local Clubs would need to man it.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
The following Proposal was discussed;
“Implement a pro-rata BMFA membership fee structure for new members only based on the number of months remaining in the calendar year at the time of joining”
The opinion of the majority of those present was not to support it, the main reason being its granularity.
                                                                                                                                                      

DONM;

Wednesday 29th April at19:30

The meeting closed at 21:02






























