	Minutes of the BMFA South East Area April 2026 GM
 

The GM commenced at 19:30 on the 29th April 202

Present;

	Name
	Area Role
	Delegate for Club 

	Stuart Willis
	Chairman
	

	Robert Richardson
	Vice Chairman
	Horam MFC 

	Chris Searle
	Secretary
	Riddlesdown MFC

	Stephen Hills
	Treasurer

	

	Ian Watts
	Area Delegate

	

	Rob Stanley
	Web Master

	

	Alex Blackwell

	Member
	Leatherhead MFC

	James Gordon
	Member

	Caterham & District MFC

	Paul Holmes
	Member
	Gravesend MFC

	Tony Crawford
	Member
	Slope Soaring Sussex

	Mark Heffer
	Member
	1066 MFC

	Robin Strange
	Member
	Sussex RFC

	Terry Knight
	Member
	Crawley & District MFC

	Jonathon Stubbs
	Member

	Concorde MFC




Apologies from;

	Name
	Area Role
	Delegate for Club

	John Newbury
	Member
	

	Bob Hart
	A.S. co-ordinator
	

	Alex Cameron
	Free Flight Competition Secretary
	





Voting strength;

It was confirmed that a voting quorum existed.

Minutes of the previous GM;

The minutes were confirmed as an accurate record.

Matters arising from the previous meeting;

1) Robert and Rob Stanley had reported a problem paying subscriptions using a card, Andy Symons has fixed  this and as far as we know this is true.
2) The requested Grant has been received from the BMFA in full.
3) Rob Stanley will investigate adding Ian Watts as  Area Delegate to the Area web site.
4) It is thought that Jonathon Glass is not keen to host the Scale Helicopter meeting, Robert will contact him to verify.
5) The proposal “Implement a pro-rata BMFA membership fee structure for new members only based on the number of months remaining in the calendar year at the time of joining” was passed at the Area’s Meeting to go on to the Board Meeting where it was rejected and cannot be resubmitted for 2 years.


Officers’ reports;

Chairman and alternate Area delegate report ;

The Ashdown forest license has been paid by I'm still having issue with the license.
It was sent to me via email but it had a number of spelling mistakes in it so I returned asking Zoe if she could correct them as I only had it in PDF format.  That was over 4 weeks ago. As it happened I Received the License just before the Meeting. I have signed it and returned it back to the Conservators for them to sign it.

Rob Stanly Martin Jones and I had a zoom meeting with Helen Jones and Andy Symons to go over what we and how we do things at the after-school club we run. This information will be included in the BMFA Flight school website. Thanks to Rob Stanly for all the work he put in to the document that was sent to Helen and Andy but as of you we have not heard back from either as to how it is to be used.    

I attend the January Areas meeting in place of Ian Watts as he doesn’t take over till June.
Andy Symons has offered to hold Zoom sessions for clubs struggling with the website maintenance.
Duncan thanked areas for the areas completing their returns.
It’s the South East areas turn to on the Club of the year awards committee. I offered to stand as Ian has still to take up the role as area delegate.

There was to be a second meeting to discuss the submitted area budgets and the allocation of the grants.
Confession time I managed to get the date wrong and tried to join 24 hrs. late.
It turned out that It became apparent during some of the discussions that a number of Areas had completed the application without fully appreciating the objective and or what was appropriate in some of the categories on the application spreadsheet.
As a result, the meeting agreed to permit the following areas to re-submit their applications, providing this was done within the next few days and the agreement of the grants would be done via the areas on line forum.
It was agreed that area elected members could have read only access to the forum if they would like it. Contact Andy Symons if you want access.


Vice Chairman;

Nothing to report.
Secretary;
Nothing to report
Treasurer;
A grant of £1200.00 had been received  from the BMFA. At the end of the 2024/25 financial year the Area had £4080.00,  currently we have £4600.00. Within  the 2024/25 financial year there were two payments for the Long Man site, one of £250 each from  ESSA and SSS and one from  ESSA and SSS in the ratio of £400/£100. In the current financial year SSS want to negotiate zero payment as their members do not use the Long Man.
Achievement Scheme Co-Ordinator;
There are two tests ongoing at Hastings Club.
Stuart will liaise with Bob regarding Test and Training dates at Hastings Club.
Concorde Club have had a Test and Training Day where there were 3 tests carried out with 2 passes. Another Test and Training Day will be arranged later in the year.
Webmaster;

Event information is up to date but Rob would like to receive post event pictures and write ups, they can be Club or Area related.


Free Flight Competition Secretary;
Alex reported by email that the first two meetings were run successfully.
SE Area events in 2026;
There are many Events already listed on the Area web site, of note there is;
1)  Open Fun Fly and Avicraft day at Bickley (14h July)

2)   Hastings Scale Day (26th July)

3)   ModelAir now at Buckminster (30th – 31st May)

see https://www.modelair.info






A.O.B


The matter of what to do with a number of Redundant Trophies is to be discussed at the next Areas meeting. They could be stored in the Archives or returned to the Tech committees that issued them. After discussion and on hearing the names of the Trophies it was felt that no use could be made of them.

Robin raised the point that there were too many pilot error incidents in the recent  Safety review committee report. He suggested switching off the transmitter if the model goes out of site to force a failsafe situation.
Stuart will include a reminder about failsafe usage in the next Area update.

The meeting closed at  20:22.
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DONM;

Wednesday 2nd September @ 19:30































